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SGLMG's Action Plan for Trans Rights: What's Next?

3 messages

< Sun, Jan 11, 2026 at 2:37 PM

To: mits.delisle@mardigrasarts.org.au, jesse.matheson@mardigrasarts.org.au, kathy.pavlich@mardigrasarts.org.au,
luna.choo@mardigrasarts.org.au, wendy.maloney@mardigrasarts.org.au, damien.nguyen@mardigrasarts.org.au,
Company Secretary <company.secretary@mardigrasarts.org.au>, diana.mcmanus@mardigrasarts.org.au

Bcc: 6962d973671e7922a0b153fc-426295784.1768101978@metrics.activistmailer.com

Dear Sydney Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras Board Member,

At the AGM last year, our members voted decisively for the Mardi Gras Board to support trans rights and to call for
urgent anti-discrimination reforms.

Since that time, there have been significant developments impacting trans communities:

1. In December, the Northern Territory government defunded puberty blockers, and
2. The Queensland government has extended its ban on trans youth healthcare until 2031.

This situation is not only politically pressing but also requires immediate action before the season kicks off in a month.
With such overwhelming member support, this should have been addressed much earlier.

We kindly request an update regarding the status of these AGM commitments. Specifically, we want to know if they
are officially in place and how Mardi Gras is currently enacting, communicating, and advocating for trans rights as per
the AGM vote.

Sincerely,

Hl she/they)
Damien Nguyen (He/Him) <damien.nguyen@mardigrasarts.org.au> Fri, Jan 16, 2026 at 3:00 PM
To: , "Mits Delisle (He/Him)" <mits.delisle@mardigrasarts.org.au>, "Jesse

Matheson (he/him)" <jesse.matheson@mardigrasarts.org.au>, "Kathy Pavlich (she/her)"
<kathy.pavlich@mardigrasarts.org.au>, "Luna Choo (She/They)" <luna.choo@mardigrasarts.org.au>, "Wendy Maloney
(She/Her)" <wendy.maloney@mardigrasarts.org.au>, Company Secretary <company.secretary@mardigrasarts.org.au>,
"Diana McManus (she/her)" <diana.mcmanus@mardigrasarts.org.au>

Dear N

Thank you so so much for emailing me about this incredibly important matter.
| cannot speak on behalf of the board, and so this response is made in an individual capacity.

At the Mardi Gras AGM last November, it was made incredibly clear to me that our community
wants a pro-trans Mardi Gras that speaks up for our rights. Mardi Gras membership voted in
favour of;
e Resolution 2 - requests SGLMG embrace transgender rights, to encourage parade
participants to put transgender rights in the spotlight
¢ Resolution 5 - requests SGLMG to formally write to state and federal governments
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demanding urgent reform on anti-discrimination laws, informing parliamentarians that they
cannot march, and make all correspondence public to ensure transparency.

These motions are very important to me. | recognise that many of the people who voted for me
are trans folks, sex workers, and/or queer workers and | firmly share their belief that there is no
LGB without the T.

As a SGLMG board director, | am bound by fiduciary duties and am not permitted to disclose
confidential matters. However | will do my best to keep you in the loop on members' AGM
motions on transgender rights progress.

Together, we stand! together, we fight!
We demand our equal rights!

Damien Nguyen
Board Director

Pronouns: He/Him Learn about pronouns

( . Sydney Gay and Lesbian
' MARDI GRAS

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras
Office Hours: 10am - 6pm

A: PO Box 20309, World Square NSW 2002
P: +61 2 9383 0900 M: +61 <mobile>

E: <email> | W: mardigras.org.au

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras acknowledges that our events take place on Aboriginal land. We
acknowledge the Gadigal, Cammeraygal, Bidigal, Darug and Dharawal people who are the Traditional
Custodians of the Sydney Basin.

We pay our Respects to their Elders past and present. Always was Always will be Aboriginal Land.

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the intended addressee(s)
and may contain information that is confidential or subject to legal privilege. Please note that the views
expressed in this email are not necessatrily those of Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras*. If you have
received this email in error please note that you are not authorised to copy, distribute or use it in any
way. Please delete the email and notify the sender by return email.

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras* advises that this email and any attached files should be scanned
by appropriate virus protection software prior to opening. Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras* accepts
no liability for loss or damage (whether caused by negligence or not) resulting from the opening of this
email and the use of any attached files.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

* Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras (ABN 87 102 451 785) is a trading name and registered business
name of Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Ltd (ACN 102 451 785).
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From:

Sent: Sunday, January 11, 2026 2:37 PM

To: Mits Delisle (He/Him) <mits.delisle@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Jesse Matheson (he/him)
<jesse.matheson@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Kathy Pavlich (she/her) <kathy.pavlich@mardigrasarts.
org.au>; Luna Choo (She/They) <luna.choo@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Wendy Maloney (She/Her)
<wendy.maloney@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Damien Nguyen (He/Him) <damien.nguyen@mardigrasarts.
org.au>; Company Secretary <company.secretary@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Diana McManus (she/her)

<diana.mcmanus@mardigrasarts.org.au>
Subject: SGLMG's Action Plan for Trans Rights: What's Next?

You don't often get email fro |GGG Lcz why this is important

[Quoted text hidden]

Luna Choo (She/They) <luna.choo@mardigrasarts.org.au> Fri, Jan 16, 2026 at 5:00 PM
To: , "Mits Delisle (He/Him)" <mits.delisle@mardigrasarts.org.au>, "Jesse
Matheson (he/him)" <jesse.matheson@mardigrasarts.org.au>, "Kathy Pavlich (she/her)"
<kathy.pavlich@mardigrasarts.org.au>, "Wendy Maloney (She/Her)" <wendy.maloney@mardigrasarts.org.au>, "Damien
Nguyen (He/Him)" <damien.nguyen@mardigrasarts.org.au>, Company Secretary
<company.secretary@mardigrasarts.org.au>, "Diana McManus (she/her)" <diana.mcmanus@mardigrasarts.org.au>

Dear R

| also want to say thank you for reaching out on this urgent matter.

From last year’s AGM, it is clear to me that members demand a community-based Mardi Gras
that will support trans rights and promote equality for the trans community, sex workers, and
queers here and internationally. Members voted in favour of:

¢ Resolution 2 — Embrace Trans Rights, Not Trump
“Encourage all parade participants to make support for trans rights a key part of their
float”

¢ Resolution 5 — Equality Bill and Religious Exceptions
“Formally write to the federal and state governments calling for urgent reform to anti-
discrimination law, and inform parliamentarians they will not be welcomed at the parade
and fair day if they do not commit to this reform in a timely manner.”

“Make the results of this correspondence public to the membership so that politicians can
be held accountable for their views on our community.”

As a trans woman elected by the community on the platform of trans rights, | was proud to see
both members of the community and cis allies affirm the need to stand up for our equal rights
and fight back against the transphobic bigots who have discriminated against us in areas of
public life, including employment, education, using services, and renting.

| agree with you that these resolutions are especially important now that the Northern Territory
government has ceased public health access to puberty blockers and gender-affirming
hormones for people under the age of 18. This is a noticeable pattern of transphobic bigotry that
follows a similar ban on healthcare for trans youth by the Queensland government, which was
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extended for another six years until 2031.

As a trans asylum seeker, | am aware of systematic attacks on trans rights and equality around
the world. Right now, the trans and gender diverse community needs powerful visibility more
than ever before as we resist these attacks on the streets, in workplaces, and in communities.
For me, 2026 needs to be a year of trans visibility and a year of trans resistance.

Similar to Damien, | want to note that | am speaking in an individual capacity and NOT on behalf
of Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras or the other seven board directors. As a board director
of SGLMG, | am bound by my fiduciary duties. | cannot share confidential Board discussions or
pending announcements on the matter. To me it is a clear matter of priority that needs to be
addressed across the Board and | expect clarification on Mardi Gras’ AGM commitments to the
trans community soon.

| will keep you in the loop on whatever | am allowed to with respect to trans justice and equal
rights, considering my fiduciary duties as board director of SGLMG and to the best of my ability
as a trans woman elected on the platform of equality without exceptions.

Equality delayed is equality denied!

Luna Choo
Board Director

T

Pronouns: She/They Learn about pronouns

. Sydney Gay and Lesbian
'MARDI GRAS

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras
Office Hours: 10am - 6pm

A: PO Box 20309, World Square NSW 2002
P: +61 2 9383 0900 M: +61 <mobile>

E: <email> | W: mardigras.org.au

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras acknowledges that our events take place on Aboriginal land. We
acknowledge the Gadigal, Cammeraygal, Bidigal, Darug and Dharawal people who are the Traditional
Custodians of the Sydney Basin.

We pay our Respects to their Elders past and present. Always was Always will be Aboriginal Land.

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the intended addressee(s)
and may contain information that is confidential or subject to legal privilege. Please note that the views
expressed in this email are not necessarily those of Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras*. If you have
received this email in error please note that you are not authorised to copy, distribute or use it in any
way. Please delete the email and notify the sender by return email.

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras* advises that this email and any attached files should be scanned
by appropriate virus protection software prior to opening. Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras* accepts

40f5 21/1/2026, 15:13


https://www.transhub.org.au/101/pronouns
https://www.transhub.org.au/101/pronouns
https://www.mardigras.org.au/
https://www.mardigras.org.au/
http://mardigras.org.au/
http://mardigras.org.au/

Gmail - SGLMG's Action Plan for Trans Rights: What's Next? https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=56f78e4e2d &view=pt&s...
no liability for loss or damage (whether caused by negligence or not) resulting from the opening of this
email and the use of any attached files.
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

* Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras (ABN 87 102 451 785) is a trading name and registered business
name of Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Ltd (ACN 102 451 785).

From:

Sent: 11 January 2026 14:37

To: Mits Delisle (He/Him) <mits.delisle@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Jesse Matheson (he/him)
<jesse.matheson@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Kathy Pavlich (she/her) <kathy.pavlich@mardigrasarts.
org.au>; Luna Choo (She/They) <luna.choo@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Wendy Maloney (She/Her)
<wendy.maloney@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Damien Nguyen (He/Him) <damien.nguyen@mardigrasarts.
org.au>; Company Secretary <company.secretary@mardigrasarts.org.au>; Diana McManus (she/her)

<diana.mcmanus@mardigrasarts.org.au>
Subject: SGLMG's Action Plan for Trans Rights: What's Next?

You don't often get email from_Learn why this is important

[Quoted text hidden]
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